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concern in the West when the western indigenous successor-state of the
Roman Empire fell about the distracted imperial civil servants' ears.

In sharp contrast to this dilemma, from which there was no escape for
Roman imperial civil servants hi the Roman Empire's derelict western
provinces, the Sinic imperial civil servants in the Sinic universal state's
derelict northern provinces had no need to look for hospitality to an alien
church in order to provide themselves with an alternative institutional
framework when there had ceased to be even a fraction of an oecumenical
empire for them to administer. It is true that these Sinic imperial ad-
ministrators showed themselves just as blind as all but a handful of their
Roman counterparts to the opportunity for a beau geste that was seized,
according to the legend, by a Pannonian Roman soldier who impetuously
divided his cloak with a beggar before the soldier's pursuing barbarian
adversary had time to tear a surprisingly sanctifiedyog^wz from asuddenly
transfigured warrior's shoulders. Like Saint Martin's civilian Roman
contemporaries, the Sinic civil servants did wait stolidly to see them-
selves ignominously stripped of their official robes of office; yet, in
allowing themselves to incur this humiliating common experience, they
were not exposing themselves, as their Roman confreres were, to face
winter cold and barbarian scorn stark naked.

A Confucian civil servant who had been deprived of his official robe
remained clad in his philosopher's shirt; and this respectable garment
protectively covered his nakedness. With an all but deified hero-sage
still to revere and confide in as his infallible master, and with a cloud of
fellow witnesses,1 past as well as present, to testify to the efficacity of a
Confucian faith that had justified itself first in the glorious Wutian out-
come of a four-hundred-years-long initial ordeal, the professionally un-
employed passed-master of Confucian arts could bide his time, after the
downfall of the United Tsin regime, without losing a moral which had
carried his elder brethren, in their day, through their weary wanderings
in the wilderness of a Sinic Time of Troubles and its first aftermath
during the four centuries that had elapsed between Confucius's death
and Wuti's belated advent. A patience that had once been crowned with
such a dazzling ultimate reward could be practised in a second emer-
gency with a new leaven of hope to lighten the old burden of fortitude;
and, for a still living school of Confucian philosophers, this waiting
game, so long as they had the strength of mind to play it, was bound, as
we have seen, to be a winning game as well. After the political reunifica-
tion of the whole former domain of the Sinic universal state by Sui
Wen-ti in A.D. 589, the manes of Confucius were to see that disappointed
sage's overweening pretensions posthumously vindicated for the second
time; and T'ai Ts'ung's homage must have been even sweeter than
Wuti's to Confucius's demurely jubilant ghost.
1 Heb.xii. i.